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The image of the shadow in mid-twentieth-century America appeared across a variety of genres and media
including poetry, pulp fiction, photography, and film. Drawing on an extensive framework that ranges from
Cold War cultural histories to theorizations of psychoanalysis and the Gothic, Erik Mortenson argues that
shadow imagery in 1950s and 1960s American culture not only reflected the anxiety and ambiguity of the
times but also offered an imaginative space for artists to challenge the binary rhetoric associated with the
Cold War.

 

After contextualizing the postwar use of shadow imagery in the wake of the atomic bomb, Ambiguous
Borderlands looks at shadows in print works, detailing the reemergence of the pulp fiction crime fighter the
Shadow in the late-1950s writings of Sylvia Plath, Amiri Baraka, and Jack Kerouac. Using Freudian and
Jungian conceptions of the unconscious, Mortenson then discusses Kerouac’s and Allen Ginsberg’s shared
dream of a “shrouded stranger” and how it shaped their Beat aesthetic. Turning to the visual, Mortenson
examines the dehumanizing effect of shadow imagery in the Cold War photography of Robert Frank,
William Klein, and Ralph Eugene Meatyard.  Mortenson concludes with an investigation of the use of
chiaroscuro in 1950s film noir and the popular television series The Twilight Zone, further detailing how the
complexities of Cold War society were mirrored across these media in the ubiquitous imagery of light and
dark.

 

From comics to movies, Beats to bombs, Ambiguous Borderlands provides a novel understanding of the
Cold War cultural context through its analysis of the image of the shadow in midcentury media. Its
interdisciplinary approach, ambitious subject matter, and diverse theoretical framing make it essential
reading for anyone interested in American literary and popular culture during the fifties and sixties.
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From reader reviews:

John Casale:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading any book, we give you that Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold
War American Culture book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Chris Henderson:

The book with title Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War American Culture contains a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

John Edmondson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War American Culture it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Ronald Cleary:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow
Imagery in Cold War American Culture book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Ambiguous
Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War American Culture as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to



listening to an additional sixth sense.
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