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Ellen Steinberg’s Irma, painstakingly crafted out of Irma Rosenthal Frankenstein’s voluminous writings,
gives us an inspiring and richly rewarding account of the life and times of an active, socially engaged woman
who devoted herself to her family and her community over the course of a long and full life. Irma (1871-
1966) was born in Chicago—just before the Chicago Fire—of German Jewish parents who had come to the
U.S. shortly after the Civil War. Irma attended public schools and the University of Chicago, participated
energetically in Jewish women’s and social-welfare activities, raised her family, and published one poem and
a small book.

Irma’s journals and diaries were private accounts in which she chronicled the rhythm of her days and the
shape of her life. She recorded her thoughts and short quotations from her reading, jotted down her own
poems and short stories, constructed dinner-party menus, and wrote biographical sketches of her family.
Interspersed among the records of what she did when and with whom are a number of lengthy reflections on
Chicago history, her early life, religious beliefs, education, her aspirations, disappointments, sorrows, and
successes. She documented her family’s activities during the Chicago Fire, the city’s rebuilding, early
educational curricula in the city’s schools, what it was like to participate in the suffrage movement and vote
for the first time, the effect of the Great Depression on the middle class, and World War II as seen from her
perspective.

In each chapter, Ellen Steinberg has set Irma’s contemporary entries and later memoirs against the context of
the Chicago history that Irma knew so well. Irma’s story will fascinate those interested in diaries and
autobiography, women’s history, and Chicago history. From a plethora of rich source materials—including
over half a million words of Irma’s writings alone—Steinberg has created a seamless, fascinating narrative
about a Chicago woman who, although “nobody famous” (in her words), lived a vital life in a vibrant city.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Serna:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Irma: A Chicago
Woman's Story, 1871-1966 to read.

Tom Carter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Irma: A Chicago
Woman's Story, 1871-1966 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966
become your own starter.

Joshua Yoshida:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Irma:
A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Jennifer Meeks:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story,
1871-1966 is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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