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Renowned historian, essayist, and journalist David A. Bell has long made France and its history the subject
of his scholarly gaze and the object of his enduring affection. Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France,
Past and Present gathers together his writing, composed over a period of more than 25 years, into a single
volume. As the title of this collection suggests, Bell views much of French history through the lens of the
Revolutionary era. Within a space of a dozen years, from Bastille to Bonaparte, the country experimented
with and experienced every form of governance, creating in the process, as Bell puts it, "the most intense
political laboratory the world had ever known." The Revolution remains the country's defining era,
delineating its sense of identity and overshadowing the events that followed it. Yet another, Bell argues, is
the Vichy period and World War Two-France's dark night of the soul-with whose legacies the country
continues to contend. These two moments of violent and transformative upheaval may dominate French
history, but as this collection and Bell's observational powers reveal, the full range of topics involving France
is endlessly rich and diverse. Divided into eight sections, it connects France's education to its national
identity, the Enlightenment to the Revolution and human rights, Napoleon to Victor Hugo, and nineteenth-
century anti-Semitism to such recent events such as the riots of 2006, the Arab Spring, and the Charlie
Hebdo tragedy. Shadows of Revolution embodies and reflects the endlessly fascinating and entertaining
complexity of French history, and shows the ways in which it has shaped world history.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

The book Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Shadows of
Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin White:

The particular book Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Joel Connolly:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Barbara Bell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Shadows of Revolution: Reflections on France, Past and Present was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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