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In an era of brash, expensive, provocative new buildings, a prominent critic argues that emotions—such as
hope, power, sex, and our changing relationship to the idea of home—are the most powerful force behind
architecture, yesterday and (especially) today.

We are living in the most dramatic period in architectural history in more than half a century: a time when
cityscapes are being redrawn on a yearly basis, architects are testing the very idea of what a building is, and
whole cities are being invented overnight in exotic locales or here in the United States.

Now, in a bold and wide-ranging new work, Rowan Moore—former director of the Architecture Foundation,
now the architecture critic for The Observer—explores the reasons behind these changes in our built
environment, and how they in turn are changing the way we live in the world. Taking as his starting point
dramatic examples such as the High Line in New York City and the outrageous island experiment of Dubai,
Moore then reaches far and wide: back in time to explore the Covent Garden brothels of eighteenth-century
London and the fetishistic minimalism of Adolf Loos; across the world to assess a software magnate’s
grandiose mansion in Atlanta and Daniel Libeskind’s failed design for the World Trade Center site; and
finally to the deeply naturalistic work of Lina Bo Bardi, whom he celebrates as the most underrated architect
of the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

This Why We Build: Power and Desire in Architecture book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Why We Build: Power and Desire in Architecture without we recognize teach
the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Why We Build:
Power and Desire in Architecture can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Why We Build: Power and
Desire in Architecture having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Dolores Stiger:

The book Why We Build: Power and Desire in Architecture has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Doug Campbell:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why We Build: Power and
Desire in Architecture can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

James Rutledge:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Why We Build: Power and Desire in Architecture can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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