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A Politician Turned General offers a critical examination of the turbulent early political career and the
controversial military service of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut, an Illinois Whig, Republican politician, and
Northern political general who rose to distinction as a prominent member of the Union high command in the
West during the Civil War. Though traditionally there are two different characterizations of those who
exercised command during the Civil War; "soldier-politician" and the "political generals"; Hurlbut was
viewed as a "military politician." This book provides an important study of another friend and/or political
supporter of Lincoln who rose to general during the war and gained important appointments after the war.
This first biography of Hurlbut chronicles the early life and the Civil War career of one of Abraham
Lincoln's foremost military appointments. Through exhaustive research of primary and secondary sources,
author Jeffrey N. Lash identifies and evaluates the successes and failures of Hurlbut's generalship and
combat leadership, both as a field commander in Missouri in 1861 and as a division commander at the
Battles of Shiloh and Hatchie Bridge in 1862. Featuring new and original research material and rare
photographs of Hurlbut, Lash addresses why Hurlbut succeeded for so long and then finally failed as a
military politician. He provides motives for Hurlbut's corrupt official conduct as a post commander in
occupied Memphis and New Orleans from 1863 to 1865 and explains his highly erratic and unstable personal
behavior, particularly in view of his habitually heavy drinking. Civil War scholars and military historians
will find this a welcome addition to the literature of the War, Reconstruction, and postwar diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled A
Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ruby Sprankle:

The book A Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book A
Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book A Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career of Stephen
Augustus Hurlbut has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Glady Curry:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career
of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Stephanie Bush:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. A Politician Turned General: The Civil War Career of Stephen Augustus Hurlbut can be
your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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