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In 1609, two years after its English founding, colonists struggled to stay alive in a tiny fort at
Jamestown.John Smith fought to keep order, battling both English and Indians. When he left, desperate
colonists ate lizards, rats, and human flesh. Surviving accounts of the “Starving Time” differ, as do modern
scholars’ theories.

Meanwhile, the Virginia-bound Sea Venture was shipwrecked on Bermuda, the dreaded, uninhabited “Isle of
Devils.” The castaways’ journals describe the hurricane at sea as well as murders and mutinies on land. Their
adventures are said to have inspired Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

A year later, in 1610, the Bermuda castaways sailed to Virginia in two small ships they had built. They
arrived in Jamestown to find many people in the last stages of starvation; abandoning the colony seemed
their only option. Then, in what many people thought was divine providence, three English ships sailed into
Chesapeake Bay. Virginia was saved, but the colony’s troubles were far from over.

Despite glowing reports from Virginia Company officials, disease, inadequate food, and fear of Indians
plagued the colony. The company poured thousands of pounds sterling and hundreds of new settlers into its
venture but failed to make a profit, and many of the newcomers died. Bermuda—with plenty of food, no
native population, and a balmy climate—looked much more promising, and in fact, it became England’s
second New World colony in 1612.

In this fascinating tale of England’s first two New World colonies, Bernhard links Virginia and Bermuda in a
series of unintended consequences resulting from natural disaster, ignorance of native cultures, diplomatic
intrigue, and the fateful arrival of the first Africans in both colonies. Written for general as well as academic
audiences, A Tale of Two Colonies examines the existing sources on the colonies, sets them in a transatlantic
context, and weighs them against circumstantial evidence.

From diplomatic correspondence and maps in the Spanish archives to recent archaeological discoveries at
Jamestown, Bernhard creates an intriguing history. To weave together the stories of the two colonies, which
are fraught with missing pieces, she leaves nothing unexamined: letters written in code, adventurers’
narratives, lists of Africans in Bermuda, and the minutes of committees in London. Biographical details of
mariners, diplomats, spies, Indians, Africans, and English colonists also enrich the narrative. While there are
common stories about both colonies, Bernhard shakes myth free from truth and illuminates what is
known—as well as what we may never know—about the first English colonies in the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really
Happened in Virginia and Bermuda?. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Dominique Rigney:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Tale of Two Colonies: What
Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Vivian Stafford:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really
Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Brenda Hedstrom:

Beside this A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and Bermuda? in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have A Tale of Two Colonies: What Really Happened in Virginia and
Bermuda? because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!
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