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At dawn on 10 July 1941, massed tanks and motorized infantry of German Army Group Center's Second and
Third Panzer Groups crossed the Dnepr and Western Dvina Rivers, beginning what Adolf Hitler, the Führer
of Germany's Third Reich, and most German officers and soldiers believed would be a triumphal march on
Moscow, the capital of the Soviet Union. Less than three weeks before, on 22 June Hitler had unleashed his
Wehrmacht's [Armed Forces] massive invasion of the Soviet Union code-named Operation Barbarossa,
which sought to defeat the Soviet Union's Red Army, conquer the country, and unseat its Communist ruler,
Josef Stalin. Between 22 June and 10 July, the Wehrmacht advanced up to 500 kilometers into Soviet
territory, killed or captured up to one million Red Army soldiers, and reached the western banks of the
Western Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, by doing so satisfying the premier assumption of Plan Barbarossa that the
Third Reich would emerge victorious if it could defeat and destroy the bulk of the Red Army before it
withdrew to safely behind those two rivers. With the Red Army now shattered, Hitler and most Germans
expected total victory in a matter of weeks.

The ensuing battles in the Smolensk region frustrated German hopes for quick victory. Once across the
Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, a surprised Wehrmacht encountered five fresh Soviet armies. Despite destroying
two of these armies outright, severely damaging two others, and encircling the remnants of three of these
armies in the Smolensk region, quick victory eluded the Germans. Instead, Soviet forces encircled in
Mogilev and Smolensk stubbornly refused to surrender, and while they fought on, during July, August, and
into early September, first five and then a total of seven newly-mobilized Soviet armies struck back viciously
at the advancing Germans, conducting multiple counterattacks and counterstrokes, capped by two major
counteroffensives that sapped German strength and will. Despite immense losses in men and materiel, these
desperate Soviet actions derailed Operation Barbarossa. Smarting from countless wounds inflicted on his
vaunted Wehrmacht, even before the fighting ended in the Smolensk region, Hitler postponed his march on
Moscow and instead turned his forces southward to engage "softer targets" in the Kiev region. The
'derailment" of the Wehrmacht at Smolensk ultimately became the crucial turning point in Operation
Barbarossa.

This groundbreaking new study, now significantly expanded, exploits a wealth of Soviet and German
archival materials, including the combat orders and operational of the German OKW, OKH, army groups,
and armies and of the Soviet Stavka, the Red Army General Staff, the Western Main Direction Command,
the Western, Central, Reserve, and Briansk Fronts, and their subordinate armies to present a detailed mosaic
and definitive account of what took place, why, and how during the prolonged and complex battles in the
Smolensk region from 10 July through 10 September 1941. The structure of the study is designed
specifically to appeal to both general readers and specialists by a detailed two-volume chronological
narrative of the course of operations, accompanied by a third volume, and perhaps a fourth, containing
archival maps and an extensive collection of specific orders and reports translated verbatim from Russian.



The maps, archival and archival-based, detail every stage of the battle.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Barbarossa Derailed:
The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement
Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Josephine Mares:

This Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The German
Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August
1941 is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941,
Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet
Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style
for your better life and also knowledge.

Casey Timmons:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10
July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and
Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941 can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We should have Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941,
Volume 1: The German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet
Counteroffensives, 10 July-24 August 1941.



John Johnson:

You will get this Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10 July-10 September 1941, Volume 1: The
German Advance, The Encirclement Battle, and the First and Second Soviet Counteroffensives, 10 July-24
August 1941 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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