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Eastern Europe has become an ideological battleground since the collapse of the Soviet Union, with liberals
and authoritarians struggling to seize the ground lost by Marxism. In Fantasies of Salvation, Vladimir
Tismaneanu traces the intellectual history of this struggle and warns that authoritarian nationalists pose a
serious threat to democratic forces.

A leading observer of the often baffling world of post-Communist Europe, Tismaneanu shows that extreme
nationalistic and authoritarian thought has been influential in Eastern Europe for much of this century, while
liberalism has only shallow historical roots. Despite democratic successes in places such as the Czech
Republic and Poland, he argues, it would be a mistake for the West to assume that liberalism will always
triumph. He backs this argument by showing how nationalist intellectuals have encouraged ethnic hatred in
such countries as Russia, Romania, and the former Yugoslavia by reviving patriotic myths of heroes,
scapegoats, and historical injustices. And he shows how enthusiastically these myths have been welcomed by
people desperate for some form of "salvation" from political and economic uncertainty.

On a theoretical level, Tismaneanu challenges the common ideas that the ideological struggle is between
"right" and "left" or between "nationalists" and "internationalists." In a careful analysis of the conflict's
ideological roots, he argues that it is more useful and historically accurate to view the struggle as between
those who embrace the individualist traditions of the Enlightenment and those who reject them.

Tismaneanu himself has been active in the intellectual battles he describes, particularly in his native
Romania, and makes insightful use of interviews with key members of the dissident movements of the 1970s
and 1980s. He offers original observations of countries from the Baltic to the Black Sea and expresses his
ideas in a vivid and forceful style. Fantasies of Salvation is an indispensable book for both academic and
nonacademic readers who wish to understand the forces shaping one of the world's most important and
unpredictable regions.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Torrez:

The book Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-
Communist Europe to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a publication Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist
Europe. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Marilyn Leonard:

This Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy,
Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy,
Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Fantasies of
Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe having great arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Alan Robert:

The book untitled Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe is
the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy,
Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joseph Franson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy,
Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe.
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