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“Papa explains the war like this: ‘When the elephants dance, the chickens must be careful.’ The great
beasts, as they circle one another, shaking the trees and trumpeting loudly, are the Amerikanos and the
Japanese as they fight. And our Philippine Islands? We are the small chickens.”

Once in a great while comes a storyteller who can illuminate worlds large and small, in ways both magical
and true to life. When the Elephants Dance is set in the waning days of World War II, as the Japanese and
the Americans engage in a fierce battle for possession of the Philippine Islands. Through the eyes of three
narrators, thirteen-year-old Alejandro Karangalan, his spirited older sister Isabelle, and Domingo, a
passionate guerilla commander, we see how ordinary people find hope for survival where none seems to
exist. While the Karangalan family and their neighbors huddle together for survival in the cellar of a house,
they tell magical stories to one another based on Filipino myth that transport the listeners from the chaos of
the war around them and give them new resolve to continue fighting. Outside the safety of their refuge the
war rages on—fiery bombs torch the countryside, Japanese soldiers round up and interrogate innocent
people, and from the hills guerilla fighters wage a desperate campaign against the enemy. Inside the cellar,
these men, women, and children put their hopes and dreams on hold as they wait out the war. 

This stunning debut novel celebrates with richness and depth the spirit of the Filipino people and their
fascinating story and marks the introduction of an author who will join the ranks of writers such as Arundhati
Roy, Manil Suri, and Amy Tan.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has different
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do that. You
must know how great in addition to important the book When the Elephants Dance. All type of book can you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jean Willis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take When the Elephants Dance as your daily resource
information.

Philip Newman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love When the Elephants
Dance, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Henry Baker:

Beside this specific When the Elephants Dance in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have When the Elephants Dance because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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