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In 1842 Charles Lewis Cocke arrived in Roanoke, Virginia, with sixteen slaves; there, he founded Hollins
College, an elite woman's school. Many of the early students also brought their slaves to the college with
them. Upon Emancipation some of the African Americans of the community "mostly women" stayed on as
servants, forming what is now called the Hollins Community. Although the servants played an integral part
in the college's success, students were strongly discouraged from acknowledging them as people. Rules
forbidding any "familiarity" with the servants perpetuated a prejudicial attitude toward the African American
community that would persist well into the 1940s.

Determined to give voice to the African American community that served as the silent workforce for Hollins
College, Ethel Morgan Smith succeeded in finding individuals to step forward and tell their stories. From
Whence Cometh My Help examines the dynamics of an institution built on the foundations of slavery and so
steeped in tradition that it managed to perpetuate servitude for generations. Interviewing senior community
members, Smith gives recognition to the invisible population that provided and continues to provide the
labor support for Hollins College for more than 150 years.

Although African American students have been admitted to the college for roughly thirty years, to date only
one person from the Hollins Community has graduated from the college. From Whence Cometh My Help
explores the subtle and complex relationship between the affluent white world of Hollins College and the
proud African American community that has served it since its inception. Interweaving personal
observations, historical documents, and poetry throughout a revealing oral history, Smith shares her
fascinating discoveries and the challenges involved in telling a story silenced for so long.
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Whence Cometh My Help:
The African American Community at Hollins College which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Joshua Mendez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Whence Cometh My
Help: The African American Community at Hollins College can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Aurora Foster:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book From Whence Cometh My Help: The African
American Community at Hollins College was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book From Whence Cometh My Help: The African American Community at Hollins College has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Shirley Eagle:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
From Whence Cometh My Help: The African American Community at Hollins College. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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