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From one of the great masters of the contemporary short story, here is an astonishing collection that
showcases Charles Baxter’s unique ability to unveil the remarkable in the seemingly inconsequential
moments of an eerie yet familiar life.
 
Penetrating and prophetic, the ten inter-related stories in There’s Something I Want You to Do are held
together by a surreally intricate web of cause and effect—one that slowly ensnares both fictional bystanders
and enraptured readers. Benny, an architect and hopeless romantic, is robbed on his daily walk along the
Mississippi River, and the blow of a baseball bat to the back of his knee feels like a strike from God. A drug
dealer named Black Bird reads Othello while waiting for customers in a bar. Elijah, a pediatrician and the
father of two, is visited nightly by visions of Alfred Hitchcock. Meanwhile, a dog won’t stop barking, a
passenger on a transatlantic flight reads aloud from the book of Psalms during turbulence, and a scream
carries itself through the early-morning Minneapolis air.
 
As the collection progresses, we delve more deeply into the private lives of these characters, exploring their
fears, fantasies, and obsessions. They appear and reappear, performing praiseworthy and loathsome acts in
equal measure in response to the request—or demand—lodged in each story’s center. The result is a portrait
of human nature as seen from the tightrope that spans the distance between dreams and waking life—a
portrait that could have arisen only from Baxter’s singular vision. Readers will be stunned by his uncanny
understanding of human attraction and left to puzzle over the meaning of virtue and the unpredictable and
mysterious ways in which we behave.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

The book There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open up and read a book There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage
Contemporaries). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this book?

Merry Springs:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage
Contemporaries) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jeremy Windham:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book There's Something I
Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage Contemporaries). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

William Holmes:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories
(Vintage Contemporaries) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and study it. Beside that the guide There's Something I Want You to Do: Stories (Vintage Contemporaries)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of



these time.
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