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The Zinfandel grape—currently producing big, rich, luscious styles of red wine—has a large, loyal, even
fanatical following in California and around the world. The grape, grown predominantly in California, has
acquired an almost mythic status—in part because of the caliber of its wines and its remarkable versatility,
and in part because of the mystery surrounding its origins. Charles Sullivan, a leading expert on the history
of California wine, has at last written the definitive history of Zinfandel. Here he brings together his deep
knowledge of wine with the results of his extensive research on the grape in the United States and Europe in
a book that will entertain and enlighten wine aficionados and casual enthusiasts. In this lively book, Sullivan
dispels the false legend that has obscured Zinfandel's history for almost a century, reveals the latest scientific
findings about the grape's European roots, shares his thoughts on the quality of the wines now being
produced, and looks to the future of this remarkable grape.

Sullivan reconstructs Zinfandel's journey through history—taking us from Austria to the East Coast of the
U.S. in the 1820s, to Gold Rush California, and through the early days of the state's wine industry. He
considers the ups and downs of the grape's popularity, including its most recent and, according to Sullivan,
most brilliant "up." He also unravels the two great mysteries surrounding Zinfandel: the myth of Agoston
Haraszthy's role in importing Zinfandel, and the heated controversy over the relationship between California
Zinfandel and Italian Primitivo. Sullivan ends with his assessments of the 2001 and 2002 vintages, firmly
setting the history of Zinfandel into the chronicles of grape history.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Farmer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Zinfandel: A History of a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and Culture)? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Phyllis Sharrow:

The actual book Zinfandel: A History of a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and Culture) has a
lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Joseph Mack:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Zinfandel: A History of
a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and Culture), you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Marylou Beauregard:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Zinfandel: A History of a Grape and Its Wine (California Studies in Food and
Culture) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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