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As leader of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and then the Irish Republican Army (IRA), Michael Collins
developed a bold, new strategy to use against the British administration of Ireland in the early twentieth
century. His goal was to attack its well-established system of spies and informers, wear down British forces
with a sustained guerrilla campaign, and force a political settlement that would lead to a free Irish Republic.
Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War reveals that the success of the Irish insurgency was not just a
measure of Collins s revolutionary genius, as has often been claimed. British miscalculations,
overconfidence, and a failure to mount a sustained professional intelligence effort to neutralize the IRA
contributed to Britain s defeat. Although Britain possessed the world s most professional secret service, the
British intelligence community underwent a politically driven and ill-advised reorganization in early 1919, at
the very moment that Collins and the IRA were going on the offensive. Once Collins neutralized the local
colonial spy service, the British had no choice but to import professional secret service agents. But Britain s
wholesale reorganization of its domestic counterintelligence capability sidelined its most effective
countersubversive agency, MI5, leaving the job of intelligence management in Ireland to Special Branch
civilians and a contingent of quickly trained army case officers, neither group being equipped—or
inclined—to mount a coordinated intelligence effort against the insurgents. Britain s appointment of a
national intelligence director for home affairs in 1919—just as the Irish revolutionary parliament published
its Declaration of Independence—was the decisive factor leading to Britain s disarray against the IRA. By
the time the War Office reorganized its intelligence effort against Collins in mid-1920, it was too late to
reverse the ascendancy of the IRA. Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War takes a fresh approach to the
subject, presenting it as a case study in intelligence management under conditions of a broader
counterinsurgency campaign. The lessons learned from this disastrous episode have stark relevance for
contemporary national security managers and warfighters currently engaged in the war on terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert White:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency
Failure. Try to stumble through book Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency
Failure as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Eli Benton:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Michael Collins and the Anglo-
Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or suited book with you?

Janice Smith:

Typically the book Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Michael Collins and the
Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Henderson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War: Britain's Counterinsurgency Failure offer you a new
experience in examining a book.
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