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The Saint in the Banyan Tree is a nuanced and historically persuasive exploration of Christianity’s
remarkable trajectory as a social and cultural force in southern India. Starting in the seventeenth century,
when the religion was integrated into Tamil institutions of caste and popular religiosity, this study moves
into the twentieth century, when Christianity became an unexpected source of radical transformation for the
country’s ‘untouchables’ (dalits). Mosse shows how caste was central to the way in which categories of
‘religion’ and ‘culture’ were formed and negotiated in missionary encounters, and how the social and
semiotic possibilities of Christianity lead to a new politic of equal rights in South India. Skillfully combining
archival research with anthropological fieldwork, this book examines the full cultural impact of Christianity
on Indian religious, social and political life. Connecting historical ethnography to the preoccupations of
priests and Jesuit social activists, Mosse throws new light on the contemporary nature of caste, conversion,
religious synthesis, secularization, dalit politics, the inherent tensions of religious pluralism, and the struggle
for recognition among subordinated people.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

The event that you get from The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The
Anthropology of Christianity) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Saint
in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone
who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste
Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) instantly.

Rufus George:

The actual book The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of
Christianity) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Saint
in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Craig Chivers:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The
Anthropology of Christianity) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price
is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Saint in the Banyan Tree:
Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) that give your fun preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that



reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Saint in the Banyan
Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) become your current starter.
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