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Melody Maxwell’s The Woman I Am analyzes the traditional, progressive, and potential roles female
Southern Baptist writers and editors portrayed for Southern Baptist women from 1906 to 2006, particularly
in the area of missions.

The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) represents the largest Protestant denomination in the United States,
yet Southern Baptist women’s voices have been underreported in studies of American religion and culture. In
The Woman I Am, Melody Maxwell explores how female Southern Baptist writers and editors in the
twentieth century depicted changing roles for women and responded to the tensions that arose as Southern
Baptist women assumed leadership positions, especially in the areas of missions and denominational support.

Given access to a century of primary sources and archival documents, Maxwell writes, as did many of her
subjects, in a style that deftly combines the dispassionate eye of an observer with the multidimensional grasp
of a participant. She examines magazines published by Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), an auxiliary to
the SBC: Our Mission Fields (1906–1914), Royal Service (1914–1995), Contempo (1970–1995), and
Missions Mosaic (1995–2006). In them, she traces how WMU writers and editors perceived, constructed,
and expanded the lives of southern women.

Showing ingenuity and resiliency, these writers and editors continually, though not always consciously,
reshaped their ideal of Christian womanhood to better fit the new paths open to women in American culture
and Southern Baptist life. Maxwell’s work demonstrates that Southern Baptists have transformed their views
on biblically sanctioned roles for women over a relatively short historical period.

How Southern Baptist women perceive women’s roles in their churches, homes, and the wider world is of
central importance to readers interested in religion, society, and gender in the United States. The Woman I
Am is a tour de force that makes a lasting contribution to the world’s understanding of Southern Baptists and
to their understanding of themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

The book The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American
Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the great thing like a book The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006
(Religion & American Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American
Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Frank Cockerham:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-
2006 (Religion & American Culture) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's
Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion &
American Culture) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lenore Cortez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's
Writings, 1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Joe Timmons:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Woman I Am: Southern Baptist Women's Writings,



1906-2006 (Religion & American Culture). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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