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How can you know a place? Historian and naturalist Jack Nisbet—author of Sources of the River: Tracking
David Thompson Across Western North America—looks to the relics of a region to connect the present
moment to the distant past. In the vast Western territory defined by the Columbia River, Nisbet tracks the
stories and meaning of relics such as a trilobite fossil that points to a tropical prehistoric ecology; the nearly
extinct California condor, once the largest thing in the skies, described with amazement by Meriwether
Lewis; the indelible stain of the smallpox pandemic that overcame the native peoples of the West; a rare and
socially potent strain of indigenous wild tobacco that reveals the presence of vestigial Indian practices; and
the remains of one Jaco Finlay, a mixed-blood trapper and scout who seems to have been everywhere in the
region two hundred years ago. All of these relics are the visible bones that show how past is present in the
Columbia River Country. Together the stories these bones tell lays out a wholly original, hybrid history that
connects nature with human endeavor, geography with the passage of time—all contribute to the biography
of a place. The arrow of time travels in one direction, and this is usually how history is told: beginning to
end. But Jack Nisbet is up to something else: journeys across time through a place, knitting past to present
and back again to assemble a portrait of the land that marked the culmination of Lewis & Clark’s expedition,
that saw the sad end of the Indian Wars with the flight of Chief Joseph, that has offered up fossil proof of
mammoth species long extinct. In this western territory, the storied past is much in evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Visible Bones: Journeys
Across Time in the Columbia River Country. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

William Gilbert:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country as your daily
resource information.

Lucille Grant:

The guide with title Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bernice Martinez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country when you desired it?
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