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In the eighteenth century, French women were active in a wide range of employments-from printmaking to
running whole-sale businesses-although social and legal structures frequently limited their capacity to work
independently. The contributors to Women and Work in Eighteenth-Century France reveal how women at all
levels of society negotiated these structures with determination and ingenuity in order to provide for
themselves and their families.

Recent historiography on women and work in eighteenth-century France has focused on the model of the
"family economy," in which women's work existed as part of the communal effort to keep the family afloat,
usually in support of the patriarch's occupation. The ten essays in this volume offer case studies that
complicate the conventional model: wives of ship captains managed family businesses in their husbands'
extended absences; high-end prostitutes managed their own households; female weavers, tailors, and
merchants increasingly appeared on eighteenth-century tax rolls and guild membership lists; and female
members of the nobility possessed and wielded the same legal power as their male counterparts.

Examining female workers within and outside of the context of family, Women and Work in Eighteenth-
Century France challenges current scholarly assumptions about gender and labor. This stimulating and
important collection of essays broadens our understanding of the diversity, vitality, and crucial importance of
women's work in the eighteenth-century economy.
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From reader reviews:

Maribel Davenport:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Women and Work
in Eighteenth-Century France book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Betty Johnston:

The guide untitled Women and Work in Eighteenth-Century France is the publication that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Women and Work in Eighteenth-Century France from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Bryan Foxworth:

The reserve with title Women and Work in Eighteenth-Century France has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Scott Manuel:

Women and Work in Eighteenth-Century France can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Women and Work in
Eighteenth-Century France nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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