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People have always been xenophobic, but an explicit philosophical and scientific view of human racial
difference only began to emerge during the modern period. Why and how did this happen? Surveying a
range of philosophical and natural-scientific texts, dating from the Spanish Renaissance to the German
Enlightenment, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference charts the evolution of the modern concept of
race and shows that natural philosophy, particularly efforts to taxonomize and to order nature, played a
crucial role.

Smith demonstrates how the denial of moral equality between Europeans and non-Europeans resulted from
converging philosophical and scientific developments, including a declining belief in human nature’s
universality and the rise of biological classification. The racial typing of human beings grew from the need to
understand humanity within an all-encompassing system of nature, alongside plants, minerals, primates, and
other animals. While racial difference as seen through science did not arise in order to justify the
enslavement of people, it became a rationalization and buttress for the practices of trans-Atlantic slavery.
From the work of François Bernier to G. W. Leibniz, Immanuel Kant, and others, Smith delves into
philosophy’s part in the legacy and damages of modern racism.

With a broad narrative stretching over two centuries, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference takes a
critical historical look at how the racial categories that we divide ourselves into came into being.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

This Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy usually are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Nature, Human Nature,
and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy can be one of several great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Nature, Human
Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Diana Rush:

Often the book Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy will bring
you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Nature, Human Nature, and
Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

June Ross:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Nature, Human Nature, and
Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy or others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race
in Early Modern Philosophy to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Alyson Ward:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to
read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy. You can more



desirable than now.
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