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From the books of H.G. Wells to the press releases of NASA, we are awash in clichéd claims about high
technology's ability to change the course of history. Now, in The Shock of the Old, David Edgerton offers a
startling new and fresh way of thinking about the history of technology, radically revising our ideas about the
interaction of technology and society in the past and in the present. He challenges us to view the history of
technology in terms of what everyday people have actually used-and continue to use-rather than just
sophisticated inventions. Indeed, many highly touted technologies, from the V-2 rocket to the Concorde jet,
have been costly failures, while many mundane discoveries, like corrugated iron, become hugely important
around the world. Edgerton reassesses the significance of such acclaimed inventions as the Pill and
information technology, and underscores the continued importance of unheralded technology, debunking
many notions about the implications of the "information age." A provocative history, The Shock of the Old
provides an entirely new way of looking historically at the relationship between invention and innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

This book untitled The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Van Gee:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global
History since 1900, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Clarence Duncan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Stephanie Carter:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 can make you sense
more interested to read.
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