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A survey of Western esoteric currents since late antiquity, with an emphasis on the last six centuries.

Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western esotericism by the founder of
the field is at last available in English. A historical and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for
students and novices. In clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out chronologically, from ancient and
medieval sources (Alexandrian hermetism, gnosticism, neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the
present time. Its coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian theosophy,
Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, ‘mystical’ Free-Masonry, the Occultist current, Theosophical and
Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School, and ‘esotericism’ in contemporary initiatic societies
and in New Religious Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to where
they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography, which makes it an
essential resource for beginners and scholars alike.

Antoine Faivre is Professor Emeritus at the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Religious Studies), Sorbonne.
He has published extensively, including Access to Western Esotericism and The Golden Fleece and
Alchemy, both also published by SUNY Press.

Christine Rhone has translated numerous books, including Faivre’s Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition:
Studies in Western Esotericism, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Western Esotericism: A Concise
History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sergio Kelley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Western Esotericism: A Concise History
(SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Erick Graf:

This Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) is completely
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Danny Padilla:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY



series in Western Esoteric Traditions). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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