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In June 2001, there was a decidedly new look to the graduating class at Virginia Military Institute. For the
first time ever, the line of graduates who received their degrees at the "West Point of the South" included
women who had spent four years at VMI.

For 150 years, VMI had operated as a revered, state-funded institution—an amalgam of Southern history,
military tradition, and male bonding rituals—and throughout that long history, no one had ever questioned
the fact that only males were admitted. Then in 1989 a female applicant complained of discrimination to the
Justice Department, which brought suit the following year to integrate women into VMI.

In a book that poses serious questions about equal rights in America, Philippa Strum traces the origins of this
landmark case back to VMI's founding, its evolution over fifteen decades, and through competing notions
about women's proper place. Unlike most works on women in military institutions, this one also provides a
complete legal history—from the initial complaint to final resolution in United States v. Virginia—and
shows how the Supreme Court's ruling against VMI reflected changing societal ideas about gender roles.

At the heart of the VMI case was the "rat line": a ritualized form of hazing geared toward instilling male
solidarity. VMI claimed that its system of toughening individuals for leadership was even more stringent
than military service and that the system would be destroyed if the Institute were forced to accommodate
women.

Strum interviewed lawyers from Justice and VMI, heads of concerned women's groups, and VMI
administrators, faculty, and cadets to reconstruct the arguments in this important case. She was granted
interviews with both Justice Ginsburg, author of the majority opinion, and Justice Scalia, the lone dissenter
on the bench, and meticulously analyzes both viewpoints. She shows how Ginsburg's opinion not only
articulated a new constitutional standard for institutions accused of gender discrimination but also
represented the culmination of gender equality litigation in the twentieth century.

Women in the Barracks is a case study that combines both legal and cultural history, reviewing the long
history of male elitism in the military as it explores how new ideas about gender equality have developed in
the United States. It is an engrossing story of change versus tradition, clear and accessible for general readers
yet highly instructive and valuable for students and scholars. Now as questions continue to loom concerning
the role of state funding for single-sex education, Strum's book squarely addresses competing notions of
women's place and capabilities in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case
and Equal Rights ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case
and Equal Rights is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book
Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case and Equal Rights. You never sense lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Marie Gambino:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Women in the
Barracks: The Vmi Case and Equal Rights suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case and Equal Rightsis the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Donald Lombard:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case and Equal Rights
can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Derek Clancy:

You may get this Women in the Barracks: The Vmi Case and Equal Rights by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose



appropriate ways for you.
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