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The powerful and innovative King Æthelstan reigned only briefly (924-939), yet his achievements during
those eventful fifteen years changed the course of English history. He won spectacular military victories
(most notably at Brunanburh), forged unprecedented political connections across Europe, and succeeded in
creating the first unified kingdom of the English. To claim for him the title of "first English monarch" is no
exaggeration.

In this nuanced portrait of Æthelstan, Sarah Foot offers the first full account of the king ever written. She
traces his life through the various spheres in which he lived and worked, beginning with the intimate context
of his family, then extending outward to his unusual multiethnic royal court, the Church and his kingdom,
the wars he conducted, and finally his death and legacy. Foot describes a sophisticated man who was not
only a great military leader but also a worthy king. He governed brilliantly, developed creative ways to
project his image as a ruler, and devised strategic marriage treaties and gift exchanges to cement alliances
with the leading royal and ducal houses of Europe. Æthelstan’s legacy, seen in the new light of this masterful
biography, is inextricably connected to the very forging of England and early English identity.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Aethelstan: The First King of England (The
English Monarchs Series). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Anthony Sierra:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get before. The Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs
Series) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Albert Christensen:

This Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series) is great e-book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs Series) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten
or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Raymond Bailey:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Aethelstan: The First King of England (The
English Monarchs Series) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book



and study it. Beside that the publication Aethelstan: The First King of England (The English Monarchs
Series) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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