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"My goal is to show the reader that the Soviet political and economic system was unstable by its very nature.
It was just a question of when and how it would collapse...." —From the Introduction to Collapse of an
Empire The Soviet Union was an empire in many senses of the word—a vast mix of far-flung regions and
accidental citizens by way of conquest or annexation. Typical of such empires, it was built on shaky
foundations. That instability made its demise inevitable, asserts Yegor Gaidar, former prime minister of
Russia and architect of the "shock therapy" economic reforms of the 1990s. Yet a growing desire to return to
the glory days of empire is pushing today's Russia backward into many of the same traps that made the
Soviet Union untenable. In this important new book, Gaidar clearly illustrates why Russian nostalgia for
empire is dangerous and ill-fated: "Dreams of returning to another era are illusory. Attempts to do so will
lead to defeat." Gaidar uses world history, the Soviet experience, and economic analysis to demonstrate why
swimming against this tide of history would be a huge mistake. The USSR sowed the seeds of its own
economic destruction, and Gaidar worries that Russia is repeating some of those mistakes. Once again, for
example, the nation is putting too many eggs into one basket, leaving the nation vulnerable to fluctuations in
the energy market. The Soviets had used revenues from energy sales to prop up struggling sectors such as
agriculture, which was so thoroughly ravaged by hyperindustrialization that the Soviet Union became a net
importer of food. When oil prices dropped in the 1980s, that revenue stream diminished, and dependent
sectors suffered heavily. Although strategies requiring austerity or sacrifice can be politically difficult,
Russia needs to prepare for such downturns and restrain spending during prosperous times. Collapse of an
Empire shows why it is imperative to fix the roof before it starts to rain, and why sometimes the past should
be left in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Collapse of an
Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Samara Reed:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for
Modern Russia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Amy Nichols:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Gary Collis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia or
even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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