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The modern southwestern cities of Phoenix, Tucson, Las Vegas, Albuquerque, and El Paso occupy lands that
once supported rich desert ecosystems. Typical development activities often resulted in scraping these desert
lands of an ancient living landscape, to be replaced with one that is human-made and dependent on a large
consumption of energy and natural resources. Design with the Desert: Conservation and Sustainable
Development explores the natural and built environment of the American Southwest and introduces
development tools for shaping the future of the region in a more sustainable way.

Explore the Desert Landscape and Ecology

This transdisciplinary collaboration draws on insights from leading authorities in their fields, spanning
science, ecology, planning, landscape development, architecture, and urban design. Organized into five parts,
the book begins by introducing the physical aspects of the desert realm: the land, geology, water, and
climate. The second part deals with the "living" and ecological aspects, from plants and animals to
ecosystems. The third part, on planning in the desert, covers the ecological and social issues surrounding
water, natural resource planning, and community development.

Bring the Desert into the City

The fourth part looks at how to bring nature into the built environment through the use of native plants, the
creation of habitats for nature in urban settings, and the design of buildings, communities, and projects that
create life. The final part of the book focuses on urban sustainability and how to design urban systems that
provide a secure future for community development. Topics include water security, sustainable building
practices, and bold architecture and community designs.

Design Solutions That Work with the Local Environment

This book will inspire discussion and contemplation for anyone interested in desert development, from
developers and environmentalists to planners, community leaders, and those who live in desert regions.
Throughout this volume, the contributors present solutions to help promote ecological balance between
nature and the built environment in the American Southwest—and offer valuable insights for other
ecologically fragile regions around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Design with the Desert:
Conservation and Sustainable Development is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Randall Blake:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Design with the Desert: Conservation and
Sustainable Development e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Design with the
Desert: Conservation and Sustainable Development as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Richard Hunt:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Design with the Desert: Conservation and Sustainable Development can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Peter Beaton:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Design with the Desert: Conservation and Sustainable Development can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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