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From the New York Times bestselling author of House of Outrageous Fortune, this gripping account of
fashion photography’s golden age brings to life the wild genius—the ego, the passion, and the wild
antics—of the men (and a few women) behind the camera.

Before Instagram was an art form, fashion photographers were pop culture royalty. From the post-war covers
of Vogue until the triumph of the digital image, the fashion photographer sold not only clothes but ideals of
beauty and fantasies of perfect lives. Even when they succumbed to temptation and excess, the very few
photographers who rose to the top were artists above all.

In his follow-up to the New York Times bestselling Model: The Ugly Business of Beautiful Women, Michael
Gross probes the lives, hang-ups, and artistic triumphs of more than a dozen of fashion photograph y’s
greatest visionaries: Richard Avedon, Irving Penn, Melvin Sokolsky, Bert Stern, David Bailey, Bill King,
Gilles Bensimon, Bruce Weber, Steven Meisel, Corinne Day, Bob and Terry Richardson, and more. From
Avedon’s haute couture fantasies and telling portraits to Weber’s sensual, intimate and heroic slices of life,
and from Bob Richardson’s provocations to his son Terry’s transgressions, Gross takes readers behind the
scenes and reveals the revolutionary creative processes and fraught private passions of these visionary
imagicians.

Tracing the highs and lows of fashion photography from the late 1940s to today, and weaving together
candid interviews, never-before-told insider anecdotes and insights born of three decades of front-row and
backstage reporting on modern fashion, this exposé is an unprecedented look at an eccentric and seductive
profession and the men and women who practice it on the treacherous, shifting sands of pop and fashion
culture, and—perhaps most importantly—the rewards and cost, both terribly high, of translating an artist’s
vision of beauty for an often cold and cruel commercial reality.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Goodrich:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Focus: The Secret, Sexy, Sometimes Sordid World of Fashion Photographers.

Loren Hatmaker:

This Focus: The Secret, Sexy, Sometimes Sordid World of Fashion Photographers is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Focus: The Secret, Sexy, Sometimes Sordid World of Fashion
Photographers in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Magdalena McKinney:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Focus: The Secret, Sexy, Sometimes Sordid World of Fashion
Photographers was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Billy Doyle:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Focus: The Secret, Sexy, Sometimes Sordid World of Fashion Photographers when you
essential it?
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