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Michael C. Schoenfeldt here offers the first major exploration of the connections between George Herbert's
devotional poetry and the social practices and political discourse of his day. Viewing The Temple and The
Country Parson as part of the larger "civilizing process" of Western Europe, Schoenfeldt shows how Herbert
discovers in the discourses of courtesy and theology a common vocabulary of authority, selfhood, petition,
and discipline.

Before entering the priesthood, Herbert nourished contacts in court, was elected University Orator at
Cambridge, and served in Parliament. In turning to God, Schoenfeldt argues, Herbert did not simply turn
away from the secular world but also turned its language, particularly the language of courtesy, into the
medium for his lyric worship of God. The confluence of courtesy and spirituality in Herbert's poetry
provides a fascinating insight into a society searching for an appropriate discourse of reverence in a time of
baffling change. The first five chapters investigate the manifold ways in which Herbert's life and works
exemplify the interdependence of social and religious behavior in the English Renaissance. The sixth and
final chapter extends this investigation into the nervous eroticism of Herbert's poems.

Considering The Temple as well as Herbert's letters, speeches, Latin poems, collections of foreign proverbs,
translations, The Country Parson, and less familiar lyrics, Schoenfeldt offers a thorough and detailed reading
of Herbert's rich and conflicted corpus. Prayer and Power is not only a bold redefinition of the
accomplishment of one of the finest poets of the English Renaissance but also the first sustained study to
advance a cultural poetics of the religious lyric.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

The book Prayer and Power: George Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Economy) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Prayer and Power: George Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Economy) to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Prayer and Power: George
Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Economy). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lula Barnes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Prayer and Power: George Herbert and
Renaissance Courtship (Economy) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Steve Teegarden:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Prayer and Power:
George Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Economy) book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Richard Daniels:

The book untitled Prayer and Power: George Herbert and Renaissance Courtship (Economy) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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