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This book is about a barber, Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn Budayr, who shaved and coiffed, and probably
circumcised and healed, in Damascus in the 18th century. The barber may have been a "nobody," but he
wrote a history book, a record of the events that took place in his city during his lifetime. Dana Sajdi
investigates the significance of this book, and in examining the life and work of Ibn Budayr, uncovers the
emergence of a larger trend of history writing by unusual authors—people outside the learned
establishment—and a new phenomenon: nouveau literacy.

The Barber of Damascus offers the first full-length microhistory of an individual commoner in Ottoman and
Islamic history. Contributing to Ottoman popular history, Arabic historiography, and the little-studied
cultural history of the 18th century Levant, the volume also examines the reception of the barber's book a
century later to explore connections between the 18th and the late 19th centuries and illuminates new paths
leading to the Nahda, the Arab Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy
in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Glen Thomas:

This The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant is brand new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Stephen Hancock:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The
Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant. You can more inviting
than now.

Paul Kennedy:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant when you
desired it?
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