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A masterful biographer now offers a thrilling, definitive portrait of one of history’s most legendary icons of
adventure.

In 1860, sixteen-year-old Joshua Slocum escaped a hardscrabble childhood in Nova Scotia by signing on as
an ordinary seaman to a merchant ship bound for Dublin. Despite having only a third-grade education,
Slocum rose through the nautical ranks at a mercurial pace; just a decade later he was commander of his own
ship. His subsequent journeys took him nearly everywhere: Liverpool, China, Japan, Cape Horn, the Dutch
East Indies, Manila, Hong Kong, Saigon, Singapore, San Francisco, and Australia—where he met and
married his first wife, Virginia, who would sail along with him for the rest of her life, bearing and raising
their children at sea. He commanded eight vessels and owned four, enduring hurricanes, shipwrecks, pirate
attacks, cholera, smallpox, a mutiny, and the death of his wife and three of his children. Yet his ultimate
adventure and crowning glory was still to come.

In 1895 Slocum set sail from Gloucester, Massachusetts—by himself—in the Spray, a small sloop of thirty-
seven feet. More than three years and forty-six thousand miles later, he became the first man to
circumnavigate the globe solo, a feat that wouldn’t be replicated until 1925. His account of that voyage,
Sailing Alone Around the World, soon made him internationally famous. He met President Theodore
Roosevelt on several occasions and became a presence on the lecture circuit, selling his sea-saga books
whenever and wherever he could. But scandal soon followed, and a decade later, with his finances failing, he
set off alone once more—and was never seen again.

Geoffrey Wolff captures this singular life and its flamboyant times—from the Golden Age of Sail to a
shockingly different new century—in vivid, fascinating detail.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum
(Vintage Departures). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum (Vintage Departures).
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Susan Romero:

The event that you get from The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum (Vintage Departures) is
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua
Slocum (Vintage Departures) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Hard
Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum (Vintage Departures) instantly.

Edwin Bernal:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Hard Way Around: The Passages of
Joshua Slocum (Vintage Departures) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cathy Kerby:

Beside this kind of The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum (Vintage Departures) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Hard Way Around: The Passages of Joshua Slocum
(Vintage Departures) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!
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