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With his trademark goatee, dark glasses, and hat, Thelonious Monk is an image of coolness. Jazz fans revere
Monk for his groundbreaking compositions and piano playing from the 1950s and 1960s, but to a wider
audience he stands for something much bigger: the idea of native genius; a quirky, absent-minded, unalloyed
originality that is the perfect symbol of the undefinable essence of jazz. The man behind the mystique is now
more interesting and edifying, thanks to extraordinary, unprecedented access to Monk's closest friends and
family, his private papers, and hours of audiotapes of Monk himself. Monk's musical and cultural education
blended together the key strands of African-American music traditions: from church hymns, to ecstatic
stomping and call-and-response, to the blues. When he put it together with the Kansas City and New York
dancehall music of swing, he reached a cultural apex unlike anyone before or after him. A husband and
father, Monk moved in with an aristocratic Dutch hipster known as 'the Jazz Baroness,' a key, strange patron
of modern jazz. He continued to compose subtle, deceptively simple-sounding classics, while descending
into depression and erratic behaviour. A once-energetic, joking, handsome young man grew into a tortured
artist, and the Monk mystique took hold. Now Kelly reveals that this talented musician was in fact a much
more complex and interesting figure than his image would suggest. A fascinating biography, not just for
Monk and jazz fans, but for those interested in the fragile spirit of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Gladys James:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an
American Original. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Kimberly Gomez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Thelonious Monk: The Life and
Times of an American Original. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Daniel Nelson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Thelonious Monk:
The Life and Times of an American Original suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Originalis one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

William Glover:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American
Original, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.
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