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The Arkansas Gazette, under the independent local ownership of the Heiskell/Patterson family, was one of
the most honored newspapers of twentieth-century American journalism, winning two Pulitzer Prizes for its
coverage of the Little Rock Central Crisis. But wounds from a fierce newspaper war against another local
owner—Walter Hussman and his Arkansas Democrat—combined with changing economic realities, led to
the family’s decision to sell to the Gannett Corporation in 1986.

Whereas the Heiskell/Patterson family had been committed to quality journalism, Gannett was focused on
the bottom line. The corporation shifted the Gazette’s editorial focus from giving readers what they needed
to be engaged citizens to informing them about what they should do in their leisure time. While in many
ways the chain trivialized the Gazette’s mission, the paper managed to retain its superior quality. But
financial concerns made the difference in Arkansas’s ongoing newspaper war. As the head of a privately held
company, Hussman had only himself to answer to, and he never flinched while spending $42 million in his
battle with the Pattersons and millions more against Gannett. Gannett ultimately lost $108 million during its
five years in Little Rock; Hussman said his losses were far less but still in the tens of millions.

Gannett had to answer to nervous stockholders, most of whom had no tie to, or knowledge of, Arkansas or
the Gazette. For Hussman, the Arkansan, the battle had been personal since at least 1978. It is no surprise
that the corporation blinked first, and the Arkansas Gazette died on October 18, 1991, the victim of corporate
journalism.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate
Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Walton:

The book with title If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette has
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Webster:

Beside this particular If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism
Killed the Arkansas Gazette because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Joseph Nixon:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed
the Arkansas Gazette was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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