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The English language has developed over many centuries from many diverse languages and cultures, some
now lost. If we want to bring to life something of its impressive history, we might use the metaphor of a
great river into which streams and rivulets constantly flow. Alternatively we could liken it to a mighty tree
that has grown organically from buried roots, spreading out into a living canopy of innumerable and
constantly renewed twigs and leaves. Elinor Kapp prefers to think of English as a wonderful piece of
embroidery, stitched with a multitude of varied threads onto a base of primitive communication. The upper
surface dazzles us with its range of colours, tones and textures. But to understand its construction, we need to
take a look at the underside of the work. Here we can see the untidiness – the awkward seams, peculiar knots
and frayed ends. In places, time has worn away our words to leave threadbare gaps; in others, swathes have
been cutaway by changing tastes and trends, allowing flamboyant new threads to be spliced in. When we
unpick the English language, it is quite startling to find how many of our common words, sayings, figures of
speech, folklore, myths, nursery rhymes and stories come from thread and all the fascinating processes it had
to go through to create textiles. Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins is the result the author's long involvement with
textiles as an embroiderer and her recognition of the therapeutic potential in textile crafts. Elinor is also
fascinated by the way English weaves the threads of our past into today’s figures of speech, bringing richly
layered meaning to our lives. This second edition of this popular book includes a brand new introduction by
the author. Sample: Spin-Off (from p.110) There is so much to learn about the ideas that come from spinning
that maybe we need a spin-off. The term comes from the action of clearing all wool off the distaff in order to
start afresh with new wool, and hence a spin-off is something new, but derived from a previous idea or
activity.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins: Unpicking Words we Derive
from Textiles. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins: Unpicking Words we Derive from
Textiles. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's study.

Samuel Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins:
Unpicking Words we Derive from Textiles is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Casey Schnell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins: Unpicking Words we
Derive from Textiles can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jerri Jackson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins: Unpicking Words we Derive from Textiles
this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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