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Although Britain's overseas empire may not have been "acquired in a fit of absence of mind," as one of its
most prominent historians once alleged, neither was it the brainchild of politicians and bureaucrats in
London. Why, then, has so much imperial history been written from this metropolitan perspective? Timothy
Parsons strongly contends that the scope and duration of this, the largest of all modern European empires,
can only be understood from a non-Western perspective. In an exceptionally concise and informative
fashion, The British Imperial Century offers its readers a comprehensive overview of the formation and
administration of the empire from its origins in the early nineteenth century, to its climax at mid-century, to
its denouement on the eve of the First World War. This was the era in which a previously "informal" empire
based on trade and commerce was transformed into a "formal" empire in which trade was often of secondary
importance to strategic or political considerations. Parsons devotes chapters to key colonies and regions,
many of them overlooked by previous scholars, that include the Indian "raj," Africa, the Middle East, and
China. He also considers the long-term consequences of imperialism on the cultures of the colonized and the
colonizers alike. An ambitious and thoughtful contribution to the field of imperial history, The British
Imperial Century will find a useful place in courses on world history and European history, or as a
supplemental text for classes on African, Asian, British, or Middle Eastern history.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

In other case, little folks like to read book The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History
Perspective (Critical Issues in World and International History). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The British Imperial Century, 1815-
1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues in World and International History). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Daniel Gomez:

This The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues in World and
International History) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues in
World and International History) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues
in World and International History) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The British
Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues in World and International
History).

Diane Merryman:

You can obtain this The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: A World History Perspective (Critical Issues
in World and International History) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to



be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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