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Challenging the popular conception of Southern youth on the eve of the Civil War as intellectually lazy,
violent, and dissipated, Peter S. Carmichael looks closely at the lives of more than one hundred young white
men from Virginia's last generation to grow up with the institution of slavery. He finds them deeply engaged
in the political, economic, and cultural forces of their time. Age, he concludes, created special concerns for
young men who spent their formative years in the 1850s.

Before the Civil War, these young men thought long and hard about Virginia's place as a progressive slave
society. They vigorously lobbied for disunion despite opposition from their elders, then served as officers in
the Army of Northern Virginia as frontline negotiators with the nonslaveholding rank and file. After the war,
however, they quickly shed their Confederate radicalism to pursue the political goals of home rule and New
South economic development and reconciliation. Not until the turn of the century, when these men were
nearing the ends of their lives, did the mythmaking and storytelling begin, and members of the last
generation recast themselves once more as unreconstructed Rebels.

By examining the lives of members of this generation on personal as well as generational and cultural levels,
Carmichael sheds new light on the formation and reformation of Southern identity during the turbulent last
half of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bryant:

The book The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a
book The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America)? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Last Generation: Young Virginians
in Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

James Holmes:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and
Reunion (Civil War America) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Last Generation: Young Virginians in
Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America) is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace,
War, and Reunion (Civil War America). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Last Generation: Young
Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Civil War America) when you



essential it?
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