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Donald Raleigh's Soviet Baby Boomers traces the collapse of the Soviet Union and the transformation of
Russia into a modern, highly literate, urban society through the fascinating life stories of the country's first
post-World War II, Cold War generation.

For this book, Raleigh has interviewed sixty 1967 graduates of two "magnet" secondary schools that offered
intensive instruction in English, one in Moscow and one in provincial Saratov. Part of the generation that
began school the year the country launched Sputnik into space, they grew up during the Cold War, but in a
Soviet Union increasingly distanced from the excesses of Stalinism. In this post-Stalin era, the Soviet
leadership dismantled the Gulag, ruled without terror, promoted consumerism, and began to open itself to an
outside world still fearful of Communism. Raleigh is one of the first scholars of post-1945 Soviet history to
draw extensively on oral history, a particularly useful approach in studying a country where the boundaries
between public and private life remained porous and the state sought to peer into every corner of people's
lives. During and after the dissolution of the USSR, Russian citizens began openly talking about their past,
trying to make sense of it, and Raleigh has made the most of this new forthrightness. He has created an
extraordinarily rich composite narrative and embedded it in larger historical narratives of Cold War, de-
Stalinization, "overtaking" America, opening up to the outside world, economic stagnation, dissent,
emigration, the transition to a market economy, the transformation of class, ethnic, and gender relations, and
globalization.

Including rare photographs of daily life in Cold War Russia, Soviet Baby Boomers offers an intimate portrait
of a generation that has remained largely faceless until now.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Bottoms:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of
Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Soviet
Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Soviet
Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series). You never
sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Richelle Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Soviet Baby Boomers:
An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Soviet Baby Boomers: An
Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford Oral History Series)is the main of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

John Stewart:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation (Oxford
Oral History Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brenda Moulton:

Precisely why? Because this Soviet Baby Boomers: An Oral History of Russia's Cold War Generation
(Oxford Oral History Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but



still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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