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In November 2004, the controversial Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh was killed on a busy street in
Amsterdam. A twenty-six-year-old Dutch citizen of Moroccan descent shot van Gogh, slit his throat, and
pinned a five-page indictment of Western society to his body. The murder set off a series of reactions,
including arson against Muslim schools and mosques. In The Assassination of Theo van Gogh, Ron Eyerman
explores the multiple meanings of the murder and the different reactions it elicited: among the Amsterdam-
based artistic and intellectual subculture, the wider Dutch public, the local and international Muslim
communities, the radical Islamic movement, and the broader international community. After meticulously
analyzing the actions and reputations of van Gogh and others in his milieu, the motives of the murderer, and
the details of the assassination itself, Eyerman considers the various narrative frames the mass media used to
characterize the killing.

Eyerman utilizes theories of social drama and cultural trauma to evaluate the reactions to and effects of the
murder. A social drama is triggered by a public transgression of taken-for-granted norms; one that threatens
the collective identity of a society may develop into a cultural trauma. Eyerman contends that the
assassination of Theo van Gogh quickly became a cultural trauma because it resonated powerfully with the
postwar psyche of the Netherlands. As part of his analysis of the murder and reactions to it, he discusses
significant aspects of twentieth-century Dutch history, including the country’s treatment of Jews during the
German occupation, the loss of its colonies in the wake of World War II, its recruitment of immigrant
workers, and the failure of Dutch troops to protect Muslims in Srebrenica in 1995.
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From reader reviews:

Omar Stewart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Assassination of Theo van Gogh: From Social
Drama to Cultural Trauma (Politics, History, and Culture). Try to make the book The Assassination of Theo
van Gogh: From Social Drama to Cultural Trauma (Politics, History, and Culture) as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Taylor Becker:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Assassination of Theo van Gogh: From Social Drama to Cultural Trauma (Politics, History, and Culture),
you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Veda Howard:

The publication with title The Assassination of Theo van Gogh: From Social Drama to Cultural Trauma
(Politics, History, and Culture) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Adam Carter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its deal with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
since fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Assassination of Theo
van Gogh: From Social Drama to Cultural Trauma (Politics, History, and Culture) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is



usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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