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People speak different languages, and always have. The Ancient Greeks took no notice of anything unless it
was said in Greek; the Romans made everyone speak Latin; and in India, people learned their neighbors'
languages—as did many ordinary Europeans in times past (Christopher Columbus knew Italian, Portuguese,
and Castilian Spanish as well as the classical languages). But today, we all use translation to cope with the
diversity of languages. Without translation there would be no world news, not much of a reading list in any
subject at college, no repair manuals for cars or planes; we wouldn't even be able to put together flat-pack
furniture.

Is That a Fish in Your Ear? ranges across the whole of human experience, from foreign films to philosophy,
to show why translation is at the heart of what we do and who we are. Among many other things, David
Bellos asks: What's the difference between translating unprepared natural speech and translating Madame
Bovary? How do you translate a joke? What's the difference between a native tongue and a learned one? Can
you translate between any pair of languages, or only between some? What really goes on when world leaders
speak at the UN? Can machines ever replace human translators, and if not, why?

But the biggest question Bellos asks is this: How do we ever really know that we've understood what
anybody else says—in our own language or in another? Surprising, witty, and written with great joie de
vivre, this book is all about how we comprehend other people and shows us how, ultimately, translation is
another name for the human condition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Is That a Fish in Your Ear?: Translation and the Meaning of Everything.

Pearl McLean:

Often the book Is That a Fish in Your Ear?: Translation and the Meaning of Everything will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Is That a Fish in Your
Ear?: Translation and the Meaning of Everything is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jerry Day:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Is That a Fish in Your Ear?:
Translation and the Meaning of Everything is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bruce Williamson:

You will get this Is That a Fish in Your Ear?: Translation and the Meaning of Everything by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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