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In this feminist history of eight centuries of private life in China, Francesca Bray inserts women into the
history of technology and adds technology to the history of women. Bray takes issue with the Orientalist
image that traditional Chinese women were imprisoned in the inner quarters, deprived of freedom and
dignity, and so physically and morally deformed by footbinding and the tyrannies of patriarchy that they
were incapable of productive work. She proposes a concept of gynotechnics, a set of everyday technologies
that define women's roles, as a creative new way to explore how societies translate moral and social
principles into a web of material forms and bodily practices.

Bray examines three different aspects of domestic life in China, tracing their developments from 1000 to
1800 A.D. She begins with the shell of domesticity, the house, focusing on how domestic space embodied
hierarchies of gender. She follows the shift in the textile industry from domestic production to commercial
production. Despite increasing emphasis on women's reproductive roles, she argues, this cannot be reduced
to childbearing. Female hierarchies within the family reinforced the power of wives, whose responsibilities
included ritual activities and financial management as well as the education of children.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Elliott:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Technology and Gender:
Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China (A Philip E. Lilienthal Book) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Willard Edwards:

This book untitled Technology and Gender: Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China (A Philip E. Lilienthal
Book) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Faye Michaels:

The reserve untitled Technology and Gender: Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China (A Philip E. Lilienthal
Book) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Technology and Gender: Fabrics of
Power in Late Imperial China (A Philip E. Lilienthal Book) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Barry Altman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Technology and Gender: Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China (A Philip E.
Lilienthal Book) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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