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The picturesque Port of St. John’s is an enduring symbol of Newfoundlanders’ inextricable link to the sea.
Indeed, it was the geographic features of St. John’s harbour that encouraged initial settlement here, the
starting point from which the city expanded. But the legacy of the growth of the port is a unique history unto
itself. Playing a major role in the international salt fish trade, the port has been a safe haven for fishermen in
the North Atlantic since at least the 1500s, and it later proved a strategic position in WWII during the Battle
of the Atlantic. Since then, it has successfully evolved for newer industries and technologies, most notably as
a supply base for offshore oilfields as well as the largest containerized cargo handling port in Newfoundland
and Labrador. Commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the port’s incorporation under the federal
government’s jurisdiction, this book traces the oral history of the port in the twentieth century. Adapted from
over a dozen recorded interviews with those who have most intimately seen and shaped the port’s evolution,
A Beautiful Sight is a unique glimpse into one of the most storied harbours in North America.

In the fifty years since its incorporation as a federal government port, the Port of St. John’s has undergone
remarkable change. Within the past three decades, the port has reinvented itself as a base for the oil industry
and a major cargo terminal, a remarkable transformation for a port that credited its existence to the salt fish
trade for five centuries. For years the port had hosted the arrival and departure of the spring seal fishery,
which brought men from all over the island to the harbourfront in hopes of securing a berth at sea. Fishermen
from all over the world relied upon the Port of St. John’s as the only safe haven in the North Atlantic, and
many foreign sailors became intimately acquainted with the people and geography of St. John’s. In
particular, the annual visit of the Portuguese White Fleet helped strengthen a special cultural relationship that
is still nurtured today. For centuries of seamen who worked on these frigid waters, the port was their St.
John’s.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Langlais:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book A Beautiful Sight: Stories
from the Port of St. John's. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Sherrie Beardsley:

The book with title A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St. John's has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Michael Slay:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St.
John's was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Beautiful Sight:
Stories from the Port of St. John's has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.

Tara Reynolds:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St. John's can
make you sense more interested to read.
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