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The myths of the Aztec and Maya derive from a shared Mesoamerican cultural tradition. This is very much a
living tradition, and many of the motifs and gods mentioned in early sources are still evoked in the lore of
contemporary Mexico and Guatemala.

Professor Taube discusses the different sources for Aztec and Maya myths. The Aztec empire began less
than 200 years before the Spanish conquest, and our knowledge of their mythology derives primarily from
native colonial documents and manuscripts commissioned by the Spanish. The Maya mythology is far older,
and our knowledge of it comes mainly from native manuscripts of the Classic period, over 600 years before
the Spanish conquest.

Drawing on these sources as well as nineteenth- and twentieth-century excavations and research, including
the interpretation of the codices and the decipherment of Maya hieroglyphic writing, the author discusses,
among other things, the Popol Vuh myths of the Maya, the flood myth of Northern Yucatan, and the Aztec
creation myths.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Thomas:

The book Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Aztec and
Maya Myths (The Legendary Past)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Yvonne Speight:

Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Aztec and Maya Myths (The
Legendary Past) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Laverne Dunbar:

You will get this Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Richard McCormick:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past)
to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book Aztec and Maya Myths (The Legendary Past) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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