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With the spread of manga (Japanese comics) and anime (Japanese cartoons) around the world, many have
adopted the Japanese term 'otaku' to identify fans of such media. The connection to manga and anime may
seem straightforward, but, when taken for granted, often serves to obscure the debates within and around
media fandom in Japan since the term 'otaku' appeared in the niche publication Manga Burikko in 1983.

Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan disrupts the naturalization and trivialization of 'otaku' by examining
the historical contingency of the term as a way to identify and contain problematic youth, consumers and fan
cultures in Japan. Its chapters, many translated from Japanese and available in English for the first time – and
with a foreword by Otsuka Eiji, former editor of Manga Burikko – explore key moments in the evolving
discourse of 'otaku' in Japan. Rather than presenting a smooth, triumphant narrative of the transition of a
subculture to the mainstream, the edited volume repositions 'otaku' in specific historical, social and economic
contexts, providing new insights into the significance of the 'otaku' phenomenon in Japan and the world.

By going back to original Japanese documents, translating key contributions by Japanese scholars and
offering sustained analysis of these documents and scholars, Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan
provides alternative histories of and approaches to 'otaku'. For all students and scholars of contemporary
Japan and the history of Japanese fan and consumer cultures, this volume will be a foundation for
understanding how 'otaku', at different places and times and to different people, is meaningful.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

The actual book Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS
Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
ideal to you. The book Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons
(SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

The book untitled Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons
(SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period
of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Linda Banks:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan:
Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) is simple to
develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Betty Edmond:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Debating Otaku in Contemporary
Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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