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The wildfires that spread across Southern California in the fall of 2003 were devastating in their scale-
twenty-two deaths, thousands of homes destroyed and many more threatened, hundreds of thousands of acres
burned. What had gone wrong? And why, after years of discussion of fire policy, are some of America's
most spectacular conflagrations arising now, and often not in a remote wilderness but close to large
settlements?

That is the opening to a brilliant discussion of the politics of fire by one of the country's most knowledgeable
writers on the subject, Stephen J. Pyne. Once a fire fighter himself (for fifteen seasons, on the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon) and now a professor at Arizona State University, Pyne gives us for the first time a book-
length discussion of fire policy, of how we have come to this pass, and where we might go from here.

Tending Fire provides a remarkably broad, sometimes startling context for understanding fire. Pyne traces
the "ancient alliance" between fire and humanity, delves into the role of European expansion and the creation
of fire-prone public lands, and then explores the effects wrought by changing policies of "letting burn" and
suppression. How, the author asks, can we better protect ourselves against the fires we don't want, and better
promote those we do?

Pyne calls for important reforms in wildfire management and makes a convincing plea for a more
imaginative conception of fire, though always grounded in a vivid sense of fire's reality. "Amid the shouting
and roar, a central fact remains," he writes. "Fire isn't listening. It doesn't feel our pain. It doesn't care-really,
really doesn't care. It understands a language of wind, drought, woods, grass, brush, and terrain, and it will
ignore anything stated otherwise."

Rich in insight, wide-ranging in its subject, and clear-eyed in its proposals, Tending Fire is for anyone
fascinated by fire, fire policy, or human culture.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

The book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Tending Fire:
Coping With America's Wildland Fires for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a guide Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Marcus Laws:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Tending Fire:
Coping With America's Wildland Fires to read.

Phyllis Spencer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Tending Fire: Coping With America's
Wildland Fires can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sharon McMichael:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Tending Fire: Coping With America's
Wildland Fires is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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