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In the tradition of A. S. Byatt's Possession, a hauntingly poignant novel about madness, loss, and the
ties that bind our past to our present
  
Deep in the woods of northern England, somewhere between a dilapidated estate and an abandoned
Victorian asylum, fifteen-year-old Jane Standen lived through a nightmare.  She was babysitting a sweet
young girl named Lily, and in one fleeting moment, lost her. The little girl was never found, leaving her
family and Jane devastated.

Twenty years later, Jane is an archivist at a small London museum that is about to close for lack of funding.
As a final research project--an endeavor inspired in part by her painful past--Jane surveys the archives for
information related to another missing person: a woman who disappeared over one hundred years ago in the
same woods where Lily was lost. As Jane pieces moments in history together, a portrait of a fascinating
group of people starts to unfurl. Inexplicably tied to the mysterious disappearance of long ago, Jane finds
tender details of their lives at the country estate and in the asylum that are linked to her own heartbroken
world, and their story from all those years ago may now help Jane find a way to move on.

In riveting, beautiful prose, The World Before Us explores the powerful notion that history is a closely
connected part of us--kept alive by the resonance of our daily choices--reminding us of the possibility that
we are less alone than we might think.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The World
Before Us: A Novel? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Kathleen Young:

The book The World Before Us: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The World Before Us: A
Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The World Before Us: A
Novel has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Beebe:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The World Before Us: A Novel book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The World Before
Us: A Novel content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The World Before
Us: A Novel is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Frank Moore:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
The World Before Us: A Novel we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The World Before Us: A Novel. You can more inviting
than now.
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