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In Spirits Rejoice! Jason Bivins explores the relationship between American religion and American music,
and the places where religion and jazz have overlapped.

Much writing about jazz tends toward glorified discographies or impressionistic descriptions of the actual
sounds. Rather than providing a history, or series of biographical entries, Spirits Rejoice! takes to heart a
central characteristic of jazz itself and improvises, generating a collection of themes, pursuits, reoccurring
foci, and interpretations. Bivins riffs on interviews, liner notes, journals, audience reception, and critical
commentary, producing a work that argues for the centrality of religious experiences to any legitimate
understanding of jazz, while also suggesting that jazz opens up new interpretations of American religious
history. Bivins examines themes such as musical creativity as related to specific religious traditions, jazz as a
form of ritual and healing, and jazz cosmologies and metaphysics. Spirits Rejoice! connects Religious
Studies to Jazz Studies through thematic portraits, and a vast number of interviews to propose a new,
improvisationally fluid archive for thinking about religion, race, and sound in the United States. Bivins's
conclusions explore how the sound of spirits rejoicing challenges not only prevailing understandings of race
and music, but also the way we think about religion.

Spirits Rejoice! is an essential volume for any student of jazz, American religion, or American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gayle:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American
Religion is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Edward Shaw:

Often the book Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American Religion has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing
this book.

Maria Carlin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American
Religion, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Christine Hughes:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American Religion can
be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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