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In a striking new interpretation of film noir, Thomas Hibbs mines the philosophy and theology of these dark
films to reveal a subtle but profound insistence on the reality of redemption. Properly understood, these tales
of spiritual quest assume a new importance amid the nihilism of contemporary popular culture. Repudiating
old-fashioned American optimism but never quite succumbing to despair, noir depicts a world of captivating
characters who, in the words of Pascal, seek with groans.

Often denounced as nihilistic and even degenerate, film noir seems an unlikely antidote to the hopelessness
and banality of modern popular culture, which Hibbs analyzed in his landmark book Shows About Nothing.
Yet beginning with films of the classic noir period and continuing with more recent neo-noir and beyond,
Hibbs reveals a theme of hard-won, penitential redemption. Despite its roots in the heyday of Hollywood
Marxism, noir even displays a deeply conservative bent redemption is personal not political, and the
progressive promise of scientific rationalism is sharply limited.
Hibbs s ability to expose a film s philosophical underpinnings gives his analysis a compelling depth. His
master stroke in Arts of Darkness is to approach noir through the thought of Blaise Pascal, the 17th-century
philosopher of the hidden God whose tragic account of the human condition anticipates the alienation of
contemporary culture and explains the power of noir s overlooked religious themes of quest and redemption.
The subject matter of Arts of Darkness what Hibbs calls American noir is expansive. It includes not only the
familiar shadowy works of the 1940s and 50s but also many recent films in which Hibbs detects a
convergence of noir and the religious quest.
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From reader reviews:

Karena Figueroa:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Arts of
Darkness: American Noir and the Quest for Redemption? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

William Barnett:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Arts of Darkness: American Noir and the Quest for
Redemption ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Arts of Darkness: American Noir and the Quest for
Redemption is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Arts
of Darkness: American Noir and the Quest for Redemption. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

James Haney:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Arts of Darkness: American Noir and the Quest for Redemption why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Mitchell Peed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Arts of Darkness:
American Noir and the Quest for Redemption.
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