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No country has worked harder to coerce others to adopt liberal institutions than the United States. This book
examines the promotion of democracy during U.S. military interventions in the twentieth century, showing it
to be one of the central ways in which the United States attempts to reconcile the potential contradictions
involved in being a liberal great power.

Examining interventions from the Spanish-American War through recent actions in Bosnia, Mark Peceny
shows how the United States has encouraged the institution of free elections and other liberal reforms—often
at the point of bayonets. Peceny applies statistical analysis to ninety-three cases of intervention and presents
six case studies: Cuba and the Philippines after the Spanish-American War, Vietnam during the Kennedy
administration, El Salvador during Reagan's first term, and Clinton's interventions in Haiti and Bosnia.

By forging a synthesis of realist and domestic liberal approaches, Peceny illuminates the roles that both
security concerns and liberal values play in the formulation and implementation of foreign policy. He shows
how presidents often initially choose proliberalization policies to serve U.S. security interests and how
Congress exerts pressure when presidents fail to take the initiative. Under these circumstances, he shows,
presidents use the promotion of democracy to build domestic political consensus and to legitimize
interventions.

Although the United States has failed to promote democracy in most interventions, Peceny demonstrates that
it has often had a profound and positive impact on the democratization of target states. His study offers new
insight into the relationship between American power, the promotion of democracy, and prospects for the
liberal peace in the decades to come.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

Typically the book Democracy at the Point of Bayonets will bring someone to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Democracy at the Point of Bayonets is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kayla Wilson:

The book untitled Democracy at the Point of Bayonets contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Gary Spengler:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Democracy at the Point of Bayonets can make you sense more interested
to read.

Scott Harrington:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Democracy at the Point of Bayonets we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Democracy at the Point of
Bayonets. You can more pleasing than now.
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