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Thousands of years ago, seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--
the first of six "signal events" that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German language.

Blending linguistic, anthropological, and historical research, Sanders presents a brilliant biography of the
language as it evolved across the millennia. She sheds light on the influence of such events as the bloody
three-day Battle of Kalkriese, which permanently halted the incursion of both the Romans and the Latin
language into northern Europe, and the publication of Martin Luther's German Bible translation, a "People's"
Bible which in effect forged from a dozen spoken dialects a single German language. The narrative ranges
through the turbulent Middle Ages, the spread of the printing press, the formation of the nineteenth-century
German Empire which united the German-speaking territories north of the Alps, and Germany's twentieth-
century military and cultural horrors. The book also covers topics such as the Gothic language (now extinct),
the vast expansion of Germanic tribes during the Roman era, the role of the Vikings in spreading the Norse
language, the branching off of Yiddish, the lasting impact of the Thirty Years War on the German psyche,
the revolution of 1848, and much more.

Ranging from prehistoric times to modern, post-war Germany, this engaging volume offers a fascinating
account of the evolution of a major European language as well as a unique look at the history of the German
people. It will appeal to everyone interested in German language, culture, or history.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually German: Biography of a Language.

Armando McFarland:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. German: Biography of a Language can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short extra time problems.

Al Fraire:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book German: Biography of a Language was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book German: Biography of a Language has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that will.

Kevin Dobson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the German: Biography of a Language when you needed it?
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