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Who was the greatest of all American guitarists? You probably didn’t name Gary Davis, but many of his
musical contemporaries considered him without peer. Bob Dylan called Davis “one of the wizards of modern
music.” Bob Weir of the Grateful Dead—who took lessons with Davis—claimed his musical ability
“transcended any common notion of a bluesman.” And the folklorist Alan Lomax called him “one of the
really great geniuses of American instrumental music.” But you won’t find Davis alongside blues legends
Robert Johnson and Muddy Waters in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Despite almost universal renown
among his contemporaries, Davis lives today not so much in his own work but through covers of his songs
by Dylan, Jackson Browne, and many others, as well as in the untold number of students whose lives he
influenced.

The first biography of Davis, Say No to the Devil restores “the Rev’s” remarkable story. Drawing on
extensive research and interviews with many of Davis’s former students, Ian Zack takes readers through
Davis’s difficult beginning as the blind son of sharecroppers in the Jim Crow South to his decision to
become an ordained Baptist minister and his move to New York in the early 1940s, where he scraped out a
living singing and preaching on street corners and in storefront churches in Harlem. There, he gained entry
into a circle of musicians that included, among many others, Lead Belly, Woody Guthrie, and Dave Van
Ronk. But in spite of his tremendous musical achievements, Davis never gained broad recognition from an
American public that wasn’t sure what to make of his trademark blend of gospel, ragtime, street preaching,
and the blues. His personal life was also fraught, troubled by struggles with alcohol, women, and
deteriorating health.

Zack chronicles this remarkable figure in American music, helping us to understand how he taught and
influenced a generation of musicians.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

The book Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book Say No to the Devil: The Life
and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Megan Rivera:

The experience that you get from Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis is a
more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of
Rev. Gary Davis giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Say
No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis instantly.

Armando Lemaire:

The actual book Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Beatrice Kennemer:

Precisely why? Because this Say No to the Devil: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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