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The Art of Conversation is a major contribution to the social history of language - a relatively new field
which has become the focus of lively interdisciplinary debate in recent years.

Drawing on the work of sociolinguists and others, Burke uses their concept while reserving the right to
qualify their theories where the historical record makes this seem appropriate. Like the sociolinguists, Burke
in concerned with the way language varies according to who is communicating to whom, on what occasion,
in what medium and on what topic. Unlike many sociolinguists, Burke adds a historical dimension, treating
language as an inseparable part of social history.

This approach is outlined and justified in the first chapter and then exemplified in the remaining four, which
deal with the early modern period. Among the topics discussed are the changing role of Latin, which is
shown to be very much alive in the age of its alleged decline; language and identity in Italy, a politically
divided region at the time but one where educated elites had a common language; the art of conversation, in
other words the advice on speaking in polite company offered in hundreds of treaties of the period; and
silence, viewed as an act of communication with a significance which changes over time and varies
according to the setting and the persons who are silent.

The Art of Conversation will be of great interest to students and scholars in social and cultural history,
linguistics, the sociology of language and the ethnography of communication.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Robertson:

The experience that you get from The Art of Conversation is a more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but The Art of Conversation giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular The Art of Conversation instantly.

Steven Cordell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Art of
Conversation suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular
book untitled The Art of Conversationis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Marylouise Potter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Art of Conversation why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Danica Johnson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and The Art of Conversation or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Art of Conversation to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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