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After visiting Russia in 1921, the journalist Lincoln Steffens famously declared, "I have seen the future, and
it works." Steffens referred to the social experiment of technological utopianism he found in the Soviet
Union, where subway cars and farm tractors would carry the worker and peasant -- figuratively and literally -
- into the twentieth century. Believing that socialism and technology together created a brave new world,
Boleslaw Bierut of Poland and Kim Il Sung of North Korea -- and other leaders -- joined Russia's Vladimir
Lenin and Leon Trotsky in embracing big technology with a verve and conviction that rivaled the western
world's.

Paul R. Josephson here explores these utopian visions of technology -- and their unanticipated human and
environmental costs. He examines the role of technology in communist plans and policies and the interplay
between ideology and technological development. He shows that while technology was a symbol of regime
legitimacy and an engine of progress, the changes it spurred were not unequivocally positive. Instead of
achieving a worker's paradise, socialist technologies exposed the proletariat to dangerous machinery and
deadly pollution; rather than freeing women from exploitation in family and labor, they paradoxically created
for them the dual -- and exhausting -- burdens of mother and worker. The future did not work.

The fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of communism's self-proclaimed glorious quest to
"reach and surpass" the West. Josephson's intriguing study of how technology both helped and hindered this
effort asks new and important questions about the crucial issues inextricably linked with the development
and diffusion of technology in any sociopolitical system.
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From reader reviews:

James Turco:

The experience that you get from Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917--1989 will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Would Trotsky
Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?:
Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989 instantly.

Audrey Rivas:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under
Socialism, 1917--1989 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Michael Hollinger:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989
can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Audrey Mack:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Would
Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?: Technological Utopianism under Socialism, 1917--1989. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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