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Since its first publication, Paul A. Cohen's Discovering History in China has occupied a singular place in
American China scholarship. Translated into three East Asian languages, the volume has become essential to
the study of China from the early nineteenth century to today.

Cohen critiques the work of leading postwar scholars and is especially adamant about not reading China
through the lens of Western history. To this end, he uncovers the strong ethnocentric bias pervading the three
major conceptual frameworks of American scholarship of the 1950s and 1960s: the impact-response,
modernization, and imperialism approaches. In place of these, Cohen favors a "China-centered" approach in
which historians understand Chinese history on its own terms, paying close attention to Chinese historical
trajectories and Chinese perceptions of their problems, rather than a set of expectations derived from
Western history. In an important new introduction, Cohen reflects on his fifty-year career as a historian of
China and discusses major recent trends in the field. Although some of these developments challenge a
narrowly conceived China-centered approach, insofar as they enable more balanced comparisons between
China and the West and recast the Chinese and their history in more human, less exotic terms, they
powerfully affirm the central thrust of Cohen's work.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Often the book Discovering History in China: American Historical Writing on the Recent Chinese Past
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book Discovering History in China: American Historical Writing on the Recent Chinese
Past (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Margaret Barone:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually
Discovering History in China: American Historical Writing on the Recent Chinese Past (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian In).

Thelma Scott:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Discovering History in China: American Historical Writing on the
Recent Chinese Past (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Pablo Cook:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified
as of book Discovering History in China: American Historical Writing on the Recent Chinese Past (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian In). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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